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A SHORTENED STATUTORY PERIOD FOR REPLY IS SET TO EXPIRE 3 MONTH (S) FROM 
THE MAILING DATE OF THIS COMMUNICATION. 

- Extensions of time may be available under the provisions of 37 CFR 1.136(a). In no event, however, may a reply be timely filed 
after SIX (6) MONTHS from the mailing date of this communication. 

- If the period for reply specified above is less than thirty (30) days, a reply within the statutory minimum of thirty (30) days will be considered timely. 
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earned patent term adjustment. See 37 CFR 1.704(b). 
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The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that form the 
basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public use or on 
sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United States. 

Claims 46 - 48, 50, 52, and 53 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated 
by Takahashi (JP 2002-120446). Takahashi teaches a method of cleaning substrates comprising 
moving to a print station (3, 7) a succession of substrates (8), moving a consumable transfer 
medium (13) through the print station, assisting cleaning of the substrates with a cleaning 
structure (17) whose useful life is related to the useful life of the consumable transfer medium 
(see paragraph 1 1), unalterably linking the replacement of the consumable transfer medium with 
the replacement of the cleaning structure (see paragraphs 1 1, 23, 3 1, 35, 36). 

With respect to claim 47 the consumable transfer medium (13) of Takahashi is a transfer 

ribbon. 

With respect to claims 48, 50, and 52 the cleaning structure (17) of Takahashi is a sticky 
roller directly engaging the subtrates (8). See again paragraphs 11, 23, 31, 35, and 36 of 
Takahashi, for example. 

With respect to claim 53 note the cartridge (16) of Takahashi. 

The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set forth in 
section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and the prior art are 
such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the invention was made to a person 
having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be negatived by the 
manner in which the invention was made. 
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Claims 49 and 51 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Takahashi in view of Meier et al. ('229). Takahashi does not teach the cleaning structure being a 
belt or web or the cleaning structure engaging a primary cleaning member. Meier et al. teach a 
sticky belt (64) engaging a primary cleaning member (30). See paragraphs 19, 22, 25, and 26 of 
Meier et al., for example. It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art to 
provide the method of Takahashi with the step of engaging a sticky belt to a primary cleaning 
member in view of Meier et al. so as to increase the sticky surface area for retaining debris while 
still exposing a clean primary cleaning member to the substrates. 

Applicant's arguments with respect to claim 46 have been considered but are moot in 
view of the new ground(s) of rejection. 

Applicant's submission of an information disclosure statement under 37 CFR 1.97(c) with 
a certification statement prompted the new ground(s) of rejection presented in this Office action. 
However, according to MPEP § 609(B)(2)(a)(i) this office action cannot be made final. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Stephen R. Funk whose telephone number is (571) 272-2164. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Drew Hirshfeld, can be reached at (571) 272-2168. 

The fax phone number for ALL official papers is (703) 872-9306. Upon consulting with 
the examiner unofficial papers only may be faxed directly to the examiner at (571) 273-2164. 
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